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History of the RCA Dome
From the NFL’s Indianapolis Colts, to the NCAA Final Four and the World Basketball
Championship for Men; from the annual Fire Department Instructors Conference to
the nation’s largest exhibition for African-Americans, Indiana Black Expo; from a Billy
Graham church service to concerts, Circle City Classic, and World Gymnastics, the
RCA Dome is an ideal site for a variety of events.

Unlike most domed stadiums, the RCA Dome opened in 1984 as part of a much-
needed expansion to the convention center, not as a stand-alone sports venue.
Opening as the Hoosier Dome at a cost of $77.5 million, the facility immediately
became home to the Indianapolis Colts and other national and international events.
Currently with football seating capacity at 57,965, the RCA Dome hosts over one
million guests annually. In addition to hosting NFL action, the facility is booked year-
round with numerous events. Past prestigious events have included the Closing
Ceremonies for the 1987 Pan American Games, the 1987 World Indoor Track & Field
Championships, the 1991 World Gymnastics Championships, the 2002 FIBA World
Basketball Championship, the 2004 U.S. Olympic Team Trials in Wrestling, the 2005
NCAA Women’s Final Four and the NCAA Men’s Final Four held in 1991, 1997,
2000, and 2006. Indianapolis looks forward to hosting the NCAA Men’s and
Women’s Final Four many times in the future.

Located in the heart of downtown Indianapolis within walking distance of numerous
hotels and restaurants, the stadium complex in conjunction with the convention
center now houses more than 400,000 square feet of exhibit space and nearly 140,000
square feet of meeting space. The RCA Dome floor alone
offers 95,000 square feet of versatile space.

The Indiana Convention Center & RCA Dome is
managed by the Capital Improvement Board of
Managers (CIB). The CIB was created in 1965 by the
Indiana General Assembly and is empowered to finance
and manage capital improvements.

RCA Dome Facts
• Permanent seating: 57,965 

(Configurations for basketball games seat up to
67,000)

• Stadium area: 7.25 acres (2 city blocks)
• Roof surface area: 8 acres (349,832 square feet)
• Roof ’s air-support: 20 fans, 100 hp each 

(four fans normally used)
• Roof height: 193 feet (19 stories) – Height fluctuates five feet with varying

weather conditions
• Roof weight: 514,505 (257 tons)
• Roof panels (81): Teflon-coated fiberglass outside and canvas-like material inside
• Stadium floor: FieldTurf installed in 2005. For non-football events, the field is

covered with either plywood or teraplas to protect the field. Utilities are brought in
from the side or overhead.

• Concrete blocks: 484,360
• Electrical wiring: 1,961,917 feet (3711/2 miles)
• 104 corporate suites
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Guest Information
ALCOHOL POLICY – Indiana State Law prohibits the sale of alcohol to any person
under the age of 21. Guests will be required to show proper identification and proof of
age when purchasing alcoholic beverages. Starting times and/or days of events may dictate
alcohol restriction policies. Some events may prohibit the sale of alcohol in the RCA
Dome. Guests may not bring alcohol from outside sources into the stadium or take any
alcohol with them upon exiting the ticket-taking checkpoint. Guests will not be allowed
to enter into the RCA Dome if visibly intoxicated. Intoxicated and/or disorderly
behavior may result in ejection from the RCA Dome without refund.

AUTOMATED TELLER MACHINES (ATM) – There are 10 ATMs inside the RCA
Dome.These are located at each gate on the lower and upper levels and adjacent to Aisles
113 and 313.

BANNERS – Banners are permitted inside the RCA Dome provided that they are in
good taste and do not obstruct the view of any fans or stadium signage.The RCA Dome
reserves the right to confiscate or remove any and all banners.

CAMERAS & VIDEO EQUIPMENT – Use of cameras and video equipment inside
the RCA Dome will be determined by the event promoter. Please note that such use may
be prohibited during certain events. Video cameras are prohibited for all Indianapolis
Colts home games.

CLUB LOUNGES – The Budweiser Club (north)
and the Bud Light Club (south) are open to guests
with club seat tickets for all Indianapolis Colts
home games. Please keep your ticket with you at all
times for ease of access in and out of the club
lounges.The club lounges may or may not be open
during other events.

CONCESSIONS – The RCA Dome and
Centerplate offer a wide variety of food & beverage
choices with more than 30 permanent stands, 50
portable, and over 266 points of sale during major
events. Concessions open to all guests at the same
time gates open.
• All concession stands are accessible to people

with disabilities. Should you require additional
assistance, please contact a Centerplate employee or the nearest security person.

• Concession items and locations are subject to change based on Centerplate’s objective
to enhance the guest’s experience.

• Centerplate is the sole licensed food, beverage and retail operator authorized to
operate in the RCA Dome. Food & beverage from outside sources are not permitted
in the RCA Dome.

• Any unlicensed vendor that is operating on RCA Dome property is doing so without
a license and is subject to be cited and removed from the property.

DESIGNATED DRIVER PROGRAM – The RCA Dome encourages responsible fun. Each
designated driver (age 21 or over) can sign up for the Good Sport Program at Colts home
games to take friends and family home safely. They will receive a coupon for a free O’Doul’s
redeemable at any portable bar location.The designated driver will also be entered in a
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drawing for a weekly prize.Winners will be notified by phone. Sign up at the Good Sport
Locations at Aisle 106 and 343 or at the Indianapolis Colts Guest Relations booths at Aisle
107, 132, 308 and 333.

DIRECTIONS TO THE RCA DOME – Please see map on page 9.

ELEVATORS – An elevator for people with disabilities is located on Street Level at
Capitol Avenue immediately south of the RCA Dome Ticket Office.Additional elevators
are available on the south side of the RCA Dome at the Senate Avenue entrance.

EVACUATION PROCEDURES – If there is any type of emergency situation that might
cause a delay of the event or an evacuation of the stadium, please listen for directions on
the public address system or from security personnel. People with disabilities should
contact the nearest usher for assistance.

FIRST AID – The First Aid office is located on Street Level at the entrance for people
with disabilities on Capitol Avenue. First Aid personnel are on duty during every event.
Please find the nearest usher or security person if you need assistance.

GATES & ENTRY POINTS – There are several gates/entry points surrounding the
RCA Dome. Please see map below.All gates and entry points will open for all
Indianapolis Colts home games two hours prior to kick-off. Event promoters will
determine gate opening time and may designate specific gates for entry for non-Colts
events.The gates to be used for entrance into the RCA Dome will be printed on the
event ticket.

GATES OPEN – Gates open two hours prior to kick-off for all Indianapolis Colts
home games. Event promoters will determine gate opening time and may designate
specific gates for entry for non-Colts events.

GUEST CONDUCT POLICY AND RULES – Indianapolis Colts fans are the best in
the NFL because of their enthusiasm, team support, and Hoosier hospitality.The players,
coaches, staff and fans shape the Colts image.We encourage our fans to create a high-
energy environment supporting the home team while maintaining a family-oriented
atmosphere.

The Indianapolis Colts have established Rules of Conduct that will allow everyone in
attendance at the RCA Dome to enjoy all aspects of a National Football League game.
Any violations of these rules could result in immediate explusion from the stadium.These
rules include, but are not limited to:

• Entering the playing field or interfering with the progress of the game.

• Refusing to show ticket stub when asked by a stadium representative.

• Attempting to sit in seats for which you are not properly ticketed.

• Using foul or abusive language or gestures.

• Threatening other patrons with words and/or actions.

• Fighting.

• Throwing or kicking any object in the RCA Dome or onto the field.

• Interfering with other guests’ ability to enjoy the game.

• Wearing clothing with abusive or vulgar terminology or inappropriate photographs or
symbols.

• Wearing obscene or indecent clothing.
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• Standing on seats or chairs.

• Stepping over chairs from one aisle to another.

• Standing, sitting or loitering in aisles, ramps or other areas of conveyance.

• Placing food or beverages on walls, ledges or overhangs that may spill or drop on
guests below.

• Running or jogging in the RCA Dome.

• Disorderly conduct.

• Public intoxication.

• Having an open container of alcohol (other than that dispensed by concessionaire).

• Possession or use of drugs.

• Public indecency.

• Obstructing justice.

• Criminal trespass.

• Selling items or tickets on RCA Dome property.

• Distributing or displaying handbills without prior consent.

• Smoking or spitting tobacco juice.

Those observing other guests violating these policies should report the incident to the
nearest stadium representative.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS GUEST RELATIONS - For your convenience, the
Indianapolis Colts Guest Relations booths are manned at Aisle 107, 132, 308 and 333
during Indianapolis Colts home games. Guest Relations staff is available to assist with a
variety of inquiries including ticket problems, accessibility, lost children, and other general
questions.

ITEMS NOT PERMITTED IN THE RCA DOME - The following items are NOT
permitted inside the RCA Dome: food & beverage items from outside sources, bottles,
cans, liquor containers, weapons, coolers, bags, large purses, backpacks, horns, artificial
noisemakers, and other missile-like objects. Please be advised that nothing larger than a
small personal handbag, subject to inspection, will be permitted inside the RCA Dome.

LOST & FOUND - Lost & Found items may be turned into any usher or security
personnel during events.These items will be taken to the Advance Ticket Sales/Guest
Services Office adjacent to Aisle 113 during an event.After each event, items will be left
at Central Security for the Indiana Convention Center & RCA Dome. For further
information, please call 317-262-3350.

LOST PARENTS, FOUND CHILDREN – Children who have lost their parents
should be escorted to the nearest usher or security person.

PARKING – Over 22,4000 parking spaces are located within four city blocks of the
RCA Dome and over 66,000 spaces in the downtown area. Several garages and lots
located around the stadium provide quick and easy access to nearby highway ramps.
Parking for persons with disabilities is provided in each of the lots and is available on a
first-come first-served basis.

MERCHANDISE & NOVELTIES – The RCA Dome offers several merchandise and
novelty stands throughout the stadium that are used for all events selling merchandise.
Guests may also want to visit the Indianapolis Colts Pro Shop located in Circle Centre
Mall.
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PEDDLING/VENDING/LEAFLETING – Free speech activities may not impede safe
pedestrian flow or block access to the stadium. Individuals or groups may be asked to
move if it is felt it is a safety hazard. Vending, peddling, or product sampling is not
allowed on stadium property unless approved by the event promoter.

RESTROOOMS – The RCA Dome has restroom facilities for both men and women on
every level of the stadium.All restrooms are accessible and include baby-changing stations.

SECURITY – All guests will be subject to inspection upon entering the RCA Dome.The
following items are NOT permitted inside the RCA Dome: food & beverage items from
outside sources, bottles, cans, liquor containers, weapons, coolers, bags, large purses, backpacks,
horns, artificial noisemakers, and other missile-like objects. Please be advised that nothing
larger than a small personal handbag, subject to inspection, will be permitted inside the RCA
Dome. Guests may refuse inspection, but then may be denied entrance into the RCA Dome.

Please contact the nearest usher or security person for immediate assistance.
Ushers are located at every aisle during major events.You may also contact
security by dialing ext. 3350 from the nearest red house phone.



SERVICES FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES – 
• Assisted Listening Devices – Assisted listening devices are available at the RCA Dome

First Aid office located at the entrance for people with disabilities on Capitol Avenue.
• Club Seating – Access to club seating is available to people with disabilities with club

seat tickets via wheelchair lifts.
• Concessions – Mobile concession stands service seating areas for people with

disabilities on Suite Level and also at Aisle 410 and 417.
• Drop Off Point – People with disabilities may be dropped off and picked up at Street

Level on Capitol Avenue immediately south of the RCA Dome Ticket Office.Those with
event tickets may enter the RCA Dome here and access the elevator at this entrance.
People with disabilities may also enter via the south side accessible entrance on Senate
Avenue.

• Elevators – One elevator is located at Street Level on Capitol Avenue at the entrance
for people with disabilities. Four elevators are located just inside the Senate Avenue
entrance on the south side of the stadium.All elevators are operational when gates
open to the public until approximately one hour post event.

• Parking – Parking for people with disabilities is provided in each of the surrounding
lots and garages and is available on a first-come first-served basis.

• Seating – Wheelchair accessible seating is available for all events.Availability in certain
areas may vary due the configuration of each event.

• Wheelchair Availability – A limited number of wheelchairs are available for use during
RCA Dome events on a first-come first-served basis.They can be obtained at the RCA
Dome First Aid Office located at the entrance for people with disabilities on Capitol
Avenue. Guests will be asked to leave a driver’s license as a deposit for the wheelchair.

SMOKING POLICY – The RCA Dome is a smoke-free facility per City County General
Ordinance No. 44 Sec. 616-201 effective March 1, 2006. Smoking is prohibited in any
enclosed public place including the Indiana Convention Center & RCA Dome. Smoking is
permitted outside any revolving door on the Lower Level.A pass-out may be required for
some events.

SUITES – There are 104 corporate suites in the RCA Dome. Each suite is fully
furnished and includes a wet bar, color televisions, and access to the finest catering. Suites
may be available for rental on a single event basis. For further information on leasing
suites, please contact the Indianapolis Colts at 317-297-2658.

TICKET OFFICE – The RCA
Dome Ticket Office is open
Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Hours are extended on event days.
All tickets to RCA Dome events
may be purchased in-person at the
RCA Dome Ticket Office, by
calling Ticketmaster at 317-239-
5151, or on-line at
www.ticketmaster.com. Please
contact the RCA Dome Ticket
Office at 317-262-3389 for
information regarding lost or stolen
tickets or to confirm hours of
operation on event days.
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...A Profile

Now under construction in downtown Indianapolis is the new Lucas Oil
Stadium, a $675 million multi-purpose facility that will replace the current RCA
Dome. Directing the project is the Indiana Stadium and Convention Building
Authority.

The new venue is a seven-level stadium with a retractable roof that will seat
63,000 for football and up to 70,000 for basketball, conventions, concerts and
other major public assemblies. It is scheduled to be completed by August 2008.

The stadium will be home to the NFL’s Indianapolis Colts, host NCAA Men’s
and Women’s Final Four basketball games and be used for major conventions,
trade shows and events such as the Indiana Black Expo and Circle City Classic.

Lucas Oil Stadium will cover 1.8 million square feet and include 140 corporate
suites.

HKS of Dallas,Texas, is the lead architectural firm in the project, assisted by
Indianapolis firms A2S04 and Browning Day Mullins Dierdorf. The construction
manager is Hunt Construction Group of Indianapolis, assisted by Smoot
Construction and Mezzetta Construction of Indianapolis.

The stadium is being financed with funds raised jointly by the State of Indiana
and the City of
Indianapolis, plus a $100
million contribution
by the Colts. The sta-
dium has enabled the
Colts to sign a long-
term commitment to
remain in the Hoosier
capital.
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COMPARISON:

RCA DOME AND LUCAS OIL STADIUM

RCA Dome Lucas Oil Stadium

Seating for football – 57,965 Seating for football – 63,000

Corporate suites – 104 Corporate suites – 140

Colts Store – None Colts Store one (1) 
accessible from two levels 

Average seat width – 19 inches Average seat width – 20 to 21 inches
(includes many bleacher type seats) (all theater-type seats)

Distance between rows – 31 inches Distance between rows – 33-35 inches 

Site covers about 20 acres Site covers 37.7 acres 

Stadium footprint – 7.25 acres Stadium footprint – 12 acres

Public Concourse (typical width) - 15 feet Public Concourse (minimum width) - 30 feet

665 toilet fixtures (public areas) 1,200 toilet fixtures, 700 urinals and
800 lavatories (public areas)

Concession Stands Concession Stands
Thirty (30) permanent stands Fifty Eight (58) permanent stands
Fifty (50) portable stands Ninety (90) portable stands

No escalators 14 escalators

6 passenger elevators 11 passenger elevators

Pedestrian ramps - none Pedestrian ramps - two

Exterior Plazas - one primary plaza Exterior Plazas - four with
entrances at each plaza

Number of major levels - Four (4) Number of major levels - Seven (7)

Domed roof Retractable roof & operable window



STADIUM MANAGEMENT

The RCA Dome is managed by the 

Capital Improvement Board of Managers

of Marion County.

Mailing address

Capital Improvement Board

100 South Capitol Avenue 

Indianapolis, IN  46225

Important Telephone Numbers  

RCA Dome Administration 317-262-3400

RCA Dome Event Hotline 317-262-3452

RCA Dome Security 317-262-3350

RCA Dome Ticket Office 317-262-3389

Centerplate 317-262-3500

Indianapolis Colts 317-297-2658

Ticketmaster 317-239-5151

TDD Ticket Information 317-262-3578

Indianapolis Convention & 

Visitors Association 317-639-4282

Websites for Additional Information  

Indiana Convention Center & RCA Dome www.iccrd.com

Indianapolis Colts www.colts.com

Ticketmaster www.ticketmaster.com

Downtown Parking Information www.indydt.com

Indianapolis Convention & www.indy.org

Visitors Association


